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PUBLIC HEALTH REPORTS. 



UNITED STATES. 



[Reports to the Surgeon-General, Public Health and Marine-Hospital Service.] 

Summary of work in Chinatown, San Francisco, for the week ended 

September 3, 1904- 

The following- is received from Passed Assistant Surgeon Blue, 
under date of September 5: 

Week ended September 3. 

Buildings reinspected 251 

Rooms 1,668 

Persons inspected 2, 203 

Sick 15 

Sick prescribed for at Oriental Dispensary j . . 12 

Dead examined 6 

Necropsies 3 

Rats examined bacteriologically 89 

Number showing pest infection 

Places limed and disinfected 371 

Times streets swept 3 

Sewers flushed 17 

Blocks covered with Danysz virus and phosphorus poison 

Investigation of reported plague cases at Bisbee, Ariz. — Report 

unfounded. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Gustetter reports, August 23, as follows: 

I have the honor to submit the following report of my visit to Bis- 
bee in compliance with Bureau letter of August 10, 1904, directing me 
to visit Bisbee, Ariz., to investigate rumors as to the prevalence of 
bubonic plague in that place. 

Upon my arrival at Bisbee I interviewed Doctor Broderick, the city 
and county health officer. He showed me the records of the Copper 
Queen Hospital covering the past six months. During the month of 
March, 1904, the records showed 18 cases of pneumonia, all of which 
presented only the typical signs and symptons of pneumonia. Most 
of the men affected were alcoholics, and the mortality was about 30 
per cent. The Doctor informed me that the number of pneumonia 
cases treated on the outside by private practitioners did not exceed 20 
cases, and that the mortality of those cases was only a trifle higher. 

Since March there have been only a few isolated cases of pneumo- 
nia. The doctors all seem to be at a loss to account for the popular 
rumor circulated to the effect that these cases died of "black heart" 
instead of pneumonia. They claim that there were no symptoms pres- 
ent except those ordinarily found in cases of pneumonia. 
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I visited all of the practicing physicians in Bisbee and they all gave 
me substantially the same information concerning the past and present 
conditions of Bisbee. 

At the present time there seems to be considerable enteric fever. 
During July the hospital records showed sixteen (16) cases and during 
August to date six (6) cases. From the other physicians I learned that 
there have been about thirty (30) cases of enteric fever treated on the 
outside during this same period. 

From a sanitary standpoint Bisbee is in a very bad condition. It 
has a population of about 12,000 people, who live in the gulches and 
upon the hillsides. The filth from the cesspools is washed down the 
hills into the gulches and through the heart of the city. The pumping 
station of Bisbee was washed away, and as a consequence there is a 
great scarcity of water. At the Copper Queen Hotel (the largest in 
Bisbee) there was no water to flush out the closets in the numerous 
lavatories, a condition that has existed nearly ten days, but which 
they claim will be remedied in a few more daj's. 

The health officer is endeavoring to clean up the city, and he informed 
me that the city officials are considering the advisability of expending 
$200,000 to construct a thorough sewerage system for Bisbee. 

From the undertaker I learned that during July 8 bodies were 
buried and during August, to date, 5 bodies. 

In conclusion I would state that I feel satisfied that the rumors 
referred to are without foundation, and that Bisbee at the present 
time is in its normal condition and not suffering from any epidemic 
disease. 

Transactions on account of smallpox in northern Maine, Ca,nadian 

oorder. 

Report of sanitary work in the Madawaska region. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Hammond reports, through Surgeon 
Kalloch, as follows: 

Week ended August 27, 1904: Number of cases smallpox under 
supervision, 2; of these, previously reported, 0; new cases, 2; houses 
under quarantine, 1; houses fumigated during week, 2; persons vacci- 
nated, 4; miles of territory covered, 70. 

Transactions on account of yellow fever at Laredo, Tex. — Conditions at 
Corpus Christi — Sanitary work. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon MacGregor reports, through Passed 
Assistant Surgeon Bichardson, as follows: 

Corpus Christi, Tex. , August 25, 1904,. 

I arrived at Corpus Christi this evening. 

There is no change in the local situation. 

I had a conversation with the maj^or to-day, and he told me that the 
city was being cleaned up and all exposed water surfaces were being 
oiled, all weeds, etc., removed, with the idea of putting the city in 
sanitary condition 

I shall go to San Diego to-day and return here to-morrow. There 
are some cases from outlying ranches at San Diego that I consider, 
from reports received, worthy of investigation. 



